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CHAIR POULTRY HEALTH SCIENCES  

 

A partnership between  

Ghent University  - Poulpharm and Vetworks  

 

There has been an increasing pressure on the livestock sector to 
meet the growing demand for high-value animal protein. The 
world’s livestock sector is growing at an unprecedented rate and 
the driving force behind this enormous increased consumption 
of animal protein is a combination of population growth, rising 
incomes and urbanization. The most sustainable source of 
animal protein is poultry, as chickens do not require a lot of land 
and water and are highly efficient in converting feed to body 
mass, as compared to other production animals. The poultry 
industry is characterized by highly efficient production systems 
and advanced technologies, driven by many successful 
companies.  
A successful poultry production needs knowledge in various 
disciplines, including management, housing and climate control, 
disease control, nutrition, sustainability, and animal welfare 
among others. There is thus a high demand for trained and 
educated experts. Furthermore, there is an obvious need for 
effective solutions for many challenges, including infectious and 
non-infectious diseases, and increased consumer awareness of 
food safety, sustainability and animal welfare for which 
fundamental and applied research is necessary. A collaboration 
between Ghent University and two companies, Vetworks and 
Poulpharm, will strengthen both education and research in this 
area of poultry health sciences. 
  

 
 

 
To encourage partnership with 

national and international industrial 

partners, universities, and research 

institutes focusing on poultry 

research and education. 

 



Partners 
 

Ghent University 
 
Department of Pathobiology, Pharmacology  
and Zoological Medicine 
Prof. dr. Filip Van Immerseel 
The group of Prof. Van Immerseel studies intestinal host-microbiota 
interactions, and uses this scientific information to develop science-
based prevention and control methods for intestinal diseases. Their 
work focusses on Salmonella and Clostridium perfringens infections, 
intestinal inflammation, and gut health diagnostics. 
 

Prof. dr. Siska Croubels 
The research focusses on the in vivo kinetics, dynamics and safety of 
veterinary drugs, feed additives and mycotoxins, PK/PD modeling and 
mycotoxin mitigation strategies in the North and South. The laboratory 
is GLP compliant for pharmacokinetic and residue studies, with 
extensive bio-analytical expertise. 
www.ugent.be/di/di05 

 

Poulpharm 
Poulpharm acts as independent contract research partner, offering 
customer-tailored solutions for a range of animal species including 
chickens, turkeys, pigs and rabbits. The facilities accommodate state-
of-the-art animal housing as well as fully equipped laboratories for 
virologic, bacteriological and parasitological assays. Preclinical and 
clinical studies at Poulpharm are GLP accredited and GCP compliant, 
making Poulpharm a reliable research partner for conducting 
preclinical studies following appropriate regulatory guidelines. Lab 
activities are performed under ISO 17025 accreditation (BELAC 610-
TEST). 
www.poulpharm.be 

 

Vetworks  

Vetworks is an independent consultancy agency providing technical 
support and project management support to the animal production 
and veterinary pharmaceutical industry.  
www.vetworks.eu 

 

Chairholder 
 

Prof. dr. Gunther Antonissen  
 
Gunther Antonissen received a Master in Veterinary Medicine at 
Ghent University (Belgium) in 2011. He received a PhD in 
Veterinary Sciences at Ghent University in 2015, having studied 
the predisposing effect of the mycotoxins deoxynivalenol and 
fumonisins on necrotic enteritis in broiler chickens. He holds the 
European Diplomate status of the European College of Poultry 
Veterinary Science (ECPVS). Since April 2019, Prof. Antonissen is 
appointed as chairholder of the Chair Poultry Health Sciences at 
Ghent University. Gunther Antonissen currently has more than 
65 scientific papers in international peer-reviewed journals and 
is a well-known speaker at international events. 
The poultry research of the group of prof. Antonissen is 
multidisciplinary, focusing on a better understanding of the 
pathogenesis of infectious and non-infectious diseases, 
improving diagnostics, improving animal welfare and 
demonstrating the efficacy and safety of prevention and 
treatment strategies. Furthermore, Gunther is also the initiator 
and coordinator of the new Postgraduate in Poultry Health 
Sciences at Ghent University. 
 
Activities: 
EDUCATION: 

- International postgraduate course in Poultry Health 
Sciences  

- Ad hoc (inter)national support in poultry health 
courses, trainings, and workshops  

 
RESEARCH 
Focus on “Poultry one health paradigm” 

- Healthy people: impact of poultry on public health 
- Healthy animals: animal health and welfare 
- Healthy environment: sustainable poultry production  

 
 

 

Are you interested in collaborating with us? 

More information? 

 

 

CONTACT 

Ghent University – Faculty of Veterinary Medicine 

Prof. dr. Gunther Antonissen 
Department of Pathobiology, Pharmacology and Zoological Medicine 

Salisburylaan 133 

9820 Merelbeke 

Belgium 

 

gunther.antonissen@ugent.be 

poultry@ugent.be 

T +32 9 264 74 86 

www.poultryhealthsciences.com 
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